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ECL AMEN 


Courteous Reader , 


'&. Lthovgh themany Pooks which 
LE: have becn already printed inde. 
ga) ſence of Epiſcopacy , may ſ-em 
Keg not only to foreſts} the credit , 
BE? but to evacuate the ule of future 
” Imp:eſſions, about the ſame (ub. 
zec ; yet conſidering the melle of Contcderate 
Brethren, who are {worn to oppole it, which(being 
an Oglio of all SeQs ) is of far greater dimenſicn 
thenthe defendant party. I preſumed it woul4 not 
amount to the reckoning of a vanity to enter with 
my unk<cen weapon 1nto the ſame field ; which 
(though unworthy to be multered with thole tor. 
ces of wit, that fight for victory ) may lerve ( like 
p As the: 
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To the Read:r. 

the attendants ofan Army ) to face the enemy, It 
i5 the fat> of truth for its naked ſimplicity to be as 
little known, as traſted, with earthly inhabitants ; 
whereas errour, clothed with gloſing variety, finds 
not only acceptation but maintenance in the hearts 
0: = What angrenes of Hereſies , and fret 
ting ſores of {chiſmarical opinions have infeſted the 
body of our National Church ? ſince Bilhops(the 
miniſterial preſervers thereot in ſoundneſle of Do. 
Arine ) were firſt divorced from their office , as 
the Hiſtory of former ages can yield noexamplests 
parallel, fo ( being by Satans ſubtilty heigl-tned to 
an exquiſite degree of wickedneſle ) the poſſible 
corruption of ſucceeding times, will want javenti- 
on to excel. Such was the ſudden growth of gree- 
dy innovations inthe black.art of ermity, againſt 
their ancient guides , thatexpertence bath proved 
them to be a true exception to the Philoſophers 
ſaying, Nemo 7eprnte fit turpiſarmus, And if their 
maſter, who raiſed them to the pivacle of prefers 
ment, had not thrown them Cown headlong, by a 
timely temptation , they would have all turned 
conceited Monarchs, avd not lookt over, but for 
theKiogdomes of che cart, It will be as much 
ſhame hereaiter to repott, as it 15 row orief to re- 

; mcms 


To the Rtader, 
member the fiery eneration of thoſe meteors of 
men, which ( riſing by the fail of our great ſtars ) 
have vapoured from the Regions both of pulpit 
and preſle, into the how'cs of the 1 onourable, and 
muſty Cotcages of the baſc{t pcople, deluling 
them into ſuch alamentable deviztion from heir 
right principles, that the greateſt part oſth:m(like 
benighted Drunkards ) are not yer able to finde 
the way home, The con{tderation whereof doth 
offer us lo much occation , to pity the dangerous 
eſtate of their diſeaſed ſouls , that I could wiſh no 
better ſuccelle to attend chi; work , then that, by 
deteQing the malignant Ciltemper of cheir faults, it 
may become a direQion for their recovery. But 
knowing that habituated Crimes will not readily 
yield to a ſeperation from the ſubjects that poſſelie 
them, and that cuſtome in fin, ( holding reaſon in 
bondage tothe dominion of ſenſe ) doth ſeldome 
nauſeate the {inner to a deteſtation thereof, 1 am 
diſpeſed to doubt, that the event will be unan» 
{werabl? to the ſcope of my deſire, Howvever the 
chicteſt Part of this Book being written in time of 
perſecution. when Tyranny had ftaced the Tribes 
of all honeſt men ina fitter capacity of receiving 
wrongs then £i-ing reaſons , I (hall not nozy dit- 

own 


To the Reader. 

own the expoling thereof to publick view,thouzgh 
ic happen to make a fermen'ation of humours in 
the cholerick ſtomacks of our Engliſh Phariſees, 
For being (er forth with the ſame intention where- 
with it was firſt penned, more to declare my wil- 
linzneſſe toapprove, then ability of mind to de- 
fend the right of Epiſcopal Government, It may 
not be coujeAured to be compoſed with conhi- 
dence to confutethoſe that deny , but out of love 
to confirm them who believe the ſame, | 

To thee therefore, Gentle Reader , whoſoever 
thouart of this number, do I principally dedicate 
this my labour , wherei if thou apprehend no- 
thing deſerving thy condemnation, but the truth 
of my aftefion tothe welfare of the Church, it 


will be applauſe enough to fatishie the expeRtation 
of 


Thy we!l-wiſhing friend, 
HUGH EDMONDS 
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CENSURE D. 


Sinnatural, foin bodies Politique , there 
areno diſtempers more ſmartly aftliQ. 
ing, than thoſe which invade the meſt 

. noble parts, andamongſt the many cau- 
ſes; which work a ſolation of unity, in a 

IJ '-civill conſtitution. of government , the 

=9 | corrupt humours of a brain-ſick clergy 

| are the / moſt intrinſecal, The Truth 

whereof though we haye by the ſad experiences of our own 
paſt miſcries been better taught to bewail, than diſpute ; yet 
being farther inſtruged by the preſent diſcovery of their pro- 
pagated miſchiefs ( notwithſtanding the bountiful rayes of 
mercy diffuſed amongſt them from our Erglands Sun ) we 
cannot but account it a pitiſull folly to commiſerate them, 

who think'it a virtue to be cruel to themſelves; for they , 

whom neither the ſenſe of their own fin , nor apprehenson 


of the Kings pardon can reform, muſt needs be not onely the 
B worſt 


(2) 
worſt of ſubjets, bur men. What lawful ground thoſe Aſſo. 
Ciates have had to ſhew themſclves ſo lately buſie with their 
tongue-puliies , ro draw on a pack of Craftſmen into a Con- 
ſpiracie of hands, for the raiſing upof their Presbyterian Diana, 
and by the pionetie of their wits to undermine the foundation 
of the Kings Authoritie in ſpiritual affairs, coveteouſheſſe and 
pride muſt be the Advocates, ( though ignorance be the chief 
witneſle ) in their plea, Gould the Grancees of the Church 
(becauſe they are thz Apoſtles Derivatives,betwixt Criſt 8& 
whom there was ro temporal jurisdiQion interveuient ) con- 
clude tor themſelves a priviledge of immunitic from the pow- 
er of Kings in Ecclefiaſticalls, There might appear ſome rea- 
ſon in the face , though no truth inthe bulk of the Argument ; 
bat for Petit Presbyters whoare but under-graduates in ſpiri- 
rual juriſdiRion, and, for the outfide of their calling , the Bi- 
ſhops workmanſhip, for ſuch, I ſay , hovcn up with a Timpa- 
nie of impudent ambition, to cncitle themſelyesto that, which 
their ſecond makers with humilitic diſown , even in the moſt 
Hierarchical order of the Clergic , can be noleſlethan an a& 
of capital preſumption, andſawcie irreverence , which harh 
not ſo much as the countenance of a rational plea to defend ir, 
Amongſt the ſeven things which God hatcth , pride is the fin 
of the firſt Clafſis, Pro.6.6.8 for irs antiquitic of Lordſhip hath 
the preheminence, whereby only it cometh to paſſe ( ſaith the 
ſme wiſdome)that man maketh contention; in cxemplificati- 
on whereof, I have newly obſerved ſome ſtiffe-necked faors 
of the Presbyterian merchandiſe ſo haughrily ſtubborn in their 
opinion, that they ſeem deſperately reſolved rather to b:cak 
with their own errours , than bow to the truth , which others 
maintain, being now fuller ot ſcornfull diſcontent in the eyes , 
then heretofore they bave been of envious detration in their 
mouths, as if ( like the Sun) they were naturalized to look 


biggeſt, 
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(3) 
biggeſt, when they are going down and although our Graci=- 
ous Sovercign,tor his complacency and benevolenceto allpeo- 


ple, doth ri htly compeex that Darling of mankind , 2s xe- 


winem 4 (c dimiſit triftem, and for his compaſſion and charitic is 
not b/c to nk Monarch, = ares therefore ſtiled 
the poor mans King : yet the tyrannic of theſe mens arrogance 
{pints » will not allow them to pray for this incomparable per- 

n by his determinate name, but to preſent him ro heaven in 
a driblet of words, under the notiononly of Individaum ex hy- 
petheſp, as if Charles the.Second, wereto;them a Shibboleth, 
which they could no more plainly pronounce han obey. It 
may well therefore be wiſhed, that his Sacred Majeſtic would 
in {uf ice ( which/is the root of mercie ) be pleaſed to doe to 
the inſoſent Preehovers, what once the good Theodoſins (aid to 
a.contentious Prelate,/Si tw pacems fugis, ego te ab Eccleſia fugere 
mands,y hich would be a readic means to prevent ſuch Church 
Moths from fretting out the beauty of that garment , wherein 

ey ate bred, and toextinguiſh the generation of Diotrephan 


| Cn bog who like inteſtine worms, maintained by the hoſpi- 


tality of the ſtomack ) out of a greedie appetite to higher fare , 


than their Ordinary can afford them , will ar 1: de''roy the 


very body that gave them being, But that their mouths may 
not be fully ſtopr,, before they have {poken the urmoſt tor 
themſclves, 7 ſhall do them that right ro Ceclare what / have 


. learned from ſome of their ſtars of the firſt magnitude , by 


whoſe influence of wit the leffer lights are ſu;plicd with this 
ſubtile diſtinRion, which indeed is but an excuſe as blameable 


 asthe fault, we arc, ſay they , ſubjeR to Kings circa ſacra, but 


not in ſacris , whereby they falſly ſuppole themſelves 1n their 
miniſterial Robes, ſo abſolutely impropriate to God, that no 
mancanhaye a Relative intereſt in them , and, within the pale 


_ of thepulpic, ro be ſucha peculiar incloſure trom the Com- 
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mors of the Nation, . thar they are not baſeenough for ſubje= 
"Rionto the high way gf the Kings Government, as if their 
ſpiritual incumBencie Wire 1 decreed exception ,to' the Apo- 
' ſtles Rom, 13.1. Omnls anima , tha their ordifiation ro teach 
ſupream "Magiſtrates an"injunion ndt to obey himh. Surely 
Hilkiah ( x better man than a Presbyter ) was not of their mind 
nor manners , in his religious behaviour towards his Sove- 
reign, 'who ( thotgh conſcious gf the Kings youthfull age , 
, more apParenity fit to execure the advice, then to command 
"the ſervice of No ha 3 did not rake it upon himſelf to re» 
fo'm'the abufc$*6ftheThurch, but waited for better authori- 
ty then his'o {9 to fegitimate the work , *and ( which is highly 
c {vids Yountthe bonk ofthe Lay; which ſeera 
' a proper ion ivelf fot the Prisfts** cuftody as'uſe, 
"2 K/4\ 23 hetfibi8hritÞi 


tg. 2c,” chobgh 
not in office, was yet in at, a Prieſt by conſecrating Aaren, 
whence it is more then probable, that Ximgs by their unRion, 
are endued with a higher capacity to deal in holy things, than 
our cl:ffical Authors will alloiw,them to'be, whoſe power bca- 
ring date immediately from'the court of Heaven , makes both 
their perſons ſacred, and their names divine, whereby they are 
not only truly, but ſolely qualified for Gods Depuration, and 
ſq being nextto the moſt High, can neither have ſuperiours nor 
equals ypon earth within their Dominions , they ate Chriſti 
Domini, the Lords own anointed, which denomination was he+ 
ver given to Prieſt or Prophet, but ( as a learned Biſhop hath 
obſcrved ) in 23. places of Scripture ( where it may be tound ) 
is 


(5) 
is alwayes ſpoken either of Chiiſt or Kings. Ic muſt needs be 
thenthe dilcale of a loyal heart to remember how ingeniouſly 
miſchievous ſome Rebels have been heretofore in maintaining 
the Kings authority , cither coordinate or ſubordinate to the 
power of Parliaments, and what ule hath been ſince made of 
thar Helliſh Tenent not only for ſequeſtration, bur ſubyerſion 
of menseſtates , will be eaſter-for our poſterity to condemn , 
than-farus to forget. Should our Sovereign Lord the; King 
hive'been longer deprived of his iuſt righ!, in diſtributing Iu» 
tice either by rewarding the vertues , or puniſhing the. vices 
*bothof Ecclefiaſticall and Civill perſons , Gods complaint of 
--Iſtacl might be £xglards provetbial longs z -like people, like 
Priefts, the people:would feel the bite of the Picks teeth, the 
: Prieſts the venoameof the peoples tongues, and both the ſmaret 
* of Jivine judgement, Ezekiels foxes would degenerate into 
1ſait#hs dogs, thoſe, whodidcraftily watch, would greediiy cat 
. upithcfins of thepeople; andattend their Aacks,, as the, Caper» 
»dres did Chriſt;to tecdtheir ownþellics,. and tobgclo:hed 
 withthewook of the ſheep., rathes than with-the,Righteoul- 
: nſſe of the great Shepherd.; But bleſſed be the name of. the 
+ Lord; whohath fet the'Crown of his Majzſtics head with bus 
- owahands ,; without the vain: concureence of. flcthly azm.;s , 
; Whepeby hehath revealed, per me Reges, to. br notrouly his 
word but his deed, not permittin2 the at, but approving the 
” Right of his Reign, which in Truth ſhould be as well a terrour 
2s conviction to the conſciences of thoſe who have ſtampr ir in 
Jamie peoples brains for doctrine as Currapt as their Cree that 
\Monarchicalgdvernment is bura more roble kin of Tyran- 
ny, which hath exiſtence only by Cods connivaace, and is 14+ 
ther the rod of his wrathro puniſh, chan the ſtaifg oi is love, 
tofupport a Nation, Truly , where theic iy.a brimfulnefſe of 
envious reſolution to oppote the:beſt,there can be nv.room for 
210” 1% B: 2 _ _ char, 
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chirity, which ſubmitreth to the worſt of Governours , and ic 
may be juſtly feared,that no true concordance will inhabit the 
centre, whileſt ſuch Heteroclires are Icft to lurk in the circum- 
ference of the Church, who will rather profeſſe themſelves St. 
Feters animals by ſtanding out in their own conceir , than St. 
Pauls ſouls in ſooping to the authority of their lawtul ſuperi- 
ours, neither can they be well chought fic Truſtees tor the ſe- 
curitic of the Goſpels treaſure , who having once ſhipwrackt 
their Allegiance to the King, ate ſtill bankrupr of faithand ho- 
neſty. Thoſe are the old ſtocks, whereupon Satan hath grafted 
the vaticty of Sets, which hath been the ſhame, andis yer the 
pricf of Enelawds Church, whoſe firſt non- conformicy to Ca- 
-nOnical orders, hath been the very originals, whereunto the ma- 
' y copies of obſtinate Fanaticks , that are now extant , haye 
their true reference , who following the tracts of St. Jades 
murmurers, in admiration of ſome mens perſons for adyantape | 
fake, do difſociate themſclves from the community of Saints, 
not only in opinion, but praRiiſe , than which noching can be 
' more deſtruRive to the concord and peaceable unanimicy of 
ſpiritual Congregations , for as in phyſical Compoſitums, a 
violent diſunion of Integrable parts breeds a more dangerous| | 
ſhifme in the body, than a humerous diſtemper; ſo in Eccle- 
fiaſtical corporations,an aQual ſcperation frem the Catholick 
fellowſhip of beleevers in Gods ſervice is a greater pandor to 
confuſion , than the ſcandal of a ſpeculative diſtraRtion. Ir is 
time therefore for our Seminary Presbyters , who have been 
the Protoplaſtiques of a Rebellious generation, both inChurch 
and State, to make a confeſſion of theit paſt faults , as well as 
their preſent faith tothe King, They are now ſufficiently read 
in the book of their own coniciences to know, nemo periculoſi 

ws peccat , quam qui peccata defendit , to Apologize tor fin is 
more damnable, thanto aR it , and not toretrac incxcuſablq j 

crrours 
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errours, doth as muck unqualifie a delinquent for mercy , as 
the perpetration thereof can adapt him to juſtice. Repentance, 
though it may bEtoo ſoon ended , can never bee too late be- 
gun, he, thar lives like St. Lukes judge on the bench, ncither 
fearing God, nor regarding man , may have the graceto die 
like the Fewes theef on the Croſſe, with profeſſion of both; for 
that power which expreſly denyeth forgiveneſſero one fin one- 
ly, doth implicitely conceedea poſlibility of pardon to all 0- 
thers. On this conſideration it would be worth their painesto 
tranſlate their Petition for Presbytery into a Suit for Indemp- 

nity, and publickly ro acknowledge his Majeſties Declaration 

which is the proof of his grace, to bean argument of their 
guilt, who( like cunning fencers, that aim at the legs, when 

they intend to veny the pate )under a reformative pretence of 
deſtroying thoſe ravenous beaſts, which worry the people, 

begg'd leave of thcir maſter to hunt the kingdome , which be. 

ing granted, they took liberty of themſelves ro make him their 

chicf game - for it is well known from Day ro Beerſheba , that 

the credit of their falſe doRrine was the very leaven where. 

with the people were firſt moulded into a ſowre lump of ar- 

med malice againſt their Sovercigne. 

And I may truly ſay, it was the unlucky Bontefen , which 
not only yielded ſmoak to ſmother all Treaties intoa nullity 
of ſuccefſe, but that gave light alſo to clear the way for 
more acive inſtruments then themſclyes to take off the 
Head of our eternally renowned Saint Charles, together 
wich the Government frem his ſhoulders; for although they 


| entred not the Stage with thoſe miſcreants that perſonated P:- 


lattin the fifth AR z yet becauſe they appeared with others 
who playd the parts of A»n4s and Caiphes, inthe firſt Scene 


ofthe Tragedy, we may juſtly chriſtznthem the Grandfathers 
| in law of that bloudy tact , wiiich being unmatchable in hu- 


mane 


(8) 

mane ſtories, may be in ſome ſort compared to the crsfry com- 
plement of the cruel wolfe inthe fable,who told the ſheep, D4 
mihi potum, & ego mihi dab cibum , meaning to cathim up tor 
his courtefie, A fat , which as former ages have not been {0 
learnedly wicked to invent, ſo I hope the future will be more 
honeſtly wiſethanto imitate , A fat, which may ſchoole our - 
K1ngs of England into a uſe of the Ztalians prayer , to be deli- 

vered from their friends whom they truſt,as well as from their 

enemies whom they tear, and inform the people with the Spa- 

miards ſoul, rather to ſheath their ſwords in one anothers-bow- 

es upon ptivate quarrels, than to draw them againſt their So- 

vereign In Open War. 

- Bur, if the Recognition of ſuch an execrable murder be not 
caution enough for ſubjeRs to reſtrain them from Rebellion , 
letithe memorable. example of the Amalekites puniſhment be 
their exhorcation ro, obedience, 2 Sam, 1.13,14.who(though 
a.ſtrangerto Seuls kingdome,' and by them requeſted ro-con- 
Ky with the inference. of death )) was by Davids 
command for touching the Lords anointed , inſtantly .con- 
demned to, looſe his life. . f F 02093 ove 

If Kings lives then are ſo precious, in Gods account,,. that 
they-may not be touched in the heat of -proclaimd hoſtiliry , 
what a curſed fin muſt that be , which juſtificththoſe who take- 
them away in cold bloud ? "_ 

| By theſe animadverfions I hope the whole hoſt of ſpiritual 
officers, who have fought againſt the Regiment oftheChurch, 
will be vioriouſly tens'd intoa unanimous Iudgement , thar 
it is far better for them to have the Apoſtles doCtrine in their 
hearts, then the Scots diſcipline in their hands , to be contenc 
with that eſtate wherejnthey have been, then to covet that 
wherein they ought notro be, to ſubmitto the King incaulſcs 
, Ecclchaſtical, rather then by calling his power in queſtion,to 

abuſe 
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abuſe their own authority inthe Goſpel , to:give Ceſar his, 
will. be no ſubſtraion from their due; had nat our Saviour 
paid, far himſclf and Peter , itanjght be doubted, | whether 
the,Clerks of this age ( likethe old EgypronPriefts') would 
rot-plead their eſtates untributary', as well as'their offices 
unſubj. to the Kirg., MA 51 

Wuih what tenure of, ſpiritual power theyare inveſtedFu- 
x64divino, none butthole Laicks whom the Popes Mandate 
[ach {creen'd frem the Sur ſhine of Gods word!, 'can beige 
nOFARt. 20'D: onornyt  wWH9lg 00052, FRED i 

The officious Ads of Feboiada to Jehoafh, and Nathan to 
David, arcnot only. prefidents to warrant the right; but 
baungarics to linzitithe «#ent of theirclaim,, they muſt in- 
firudh Kings asthe One, and miycreproverhem as thewther 


fid,which was notcxecuttd by andxcammunicative feourge 
to. make David do pennance-for hisoffence,, bur with the 


monition of a meck ſpirit, to give him'/a penitent fenſe there. 


of, for as the aft of reproof arguedithe King to- be. Gods 
hub 3: lou4he made of reproving-maintainid him tobe the 
Prophigts Sovereign. 1! | ; YOU Nob2775tth 420” 
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Agd thusL beheve | Aza#/ab-wvithſtood Y=tiah by no o- 
thenftorce, lave that of the tangue ,- whoſe aim was to ſtrike 
ths ia6t, not the pgrionohtzerking ; toinduce him. into a 
conſ@@u{neſte of his fault , noti@require hisifabmiffionto 


.pursſhment, which, becauſe. immediately inflicted of God, 


tuppoſeth him priviledg'd not ta1eccive it from man- ſo that 
rebpsificſtamibus, our min.ſteriat Guides have little reaſon, 
al bafle grace ro pride themſelves in their Ghoſtly authori. 
ty of rebuking Kings, fſuch verbal:Reprchanſions —_— : 
the 


gre then rcfigioug: fervan's (-not advemuring beyon 


i{phear of }6ir calling ) may lawfv'ily praftiferowards theig 
| C ungod. 
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y maſtecs ; for as it is the Reſolve of Divines, that in 
cale of neceflity Quil. bet Chriſtianus eſt ſacerdos _ ſo it is not 
only theliberty,but the duty ofevery one in Gods caſe bold- 
1ycoreptovean offending brother, as Ithink my ſelf bound 
totell cheaſſociated brethren,that they have highly wron- 
ged the Majeſty of God & the King, both by their orall aud 
manual proluſions to introduce a new fangled governmentin 
the Chorch, & thar ir will be more ſafe for them ro obſerve 
thedity of looking into their own, thenithe falſe commiſh- 
on of overſeeing their ſuperiours aQions, the performance 
whereof naight happily make that ſaying ex c/ps ſacerdotum 
ruins pepals, to be as well known to themſelves, as felt by 0+ 
thers, and convert the bypocrifie, which ſome do, into the 
m_—__ of obedience,which all ſhould profeſle; for though 
none of them'be puritanized into Donatiſme,but can proteſt 
i their neceſſary I to reverence the Kings perſon, 
yermoſt are ſo far ſublimated from the drofle of ſuperſtici- 
on, that they cannot without defiling their conſciences vaile 
£0 the train ofhis ceremonious Titles, they can eafily con- 
coR ſupream Governours, dryly ſwallowed , but with the 
ſawceof Eccleſiaſtical cauſes it quite nauſcares their ſto- 
macks , and the name of head is more offenſive to their pa- 
lates,then perfumes are to the noſtrils of thoſe that are grie. 
yed with an Hiſterical paſſion; a monſtrous ſtraw for ſuch 

mighty 'mentoſtumble ar , which may be put inthe ſame 
 ballance with-thar of their ſchifmatical Predeceſſoursin the 
conference at-Hampton Comrt, who were ſcandalized with 
the word abſolution in the Zirargy , bur well content with 

(the Term Zemiſſion of ſins. ' - 

© - Whatdifferencethereis betwixr ſupream Governourand 
Head in anotional acception, is more fit for Grammatical 


Cri- 
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Criticks , thenpolitick Chriſtians-to inquire, as they are 
complicated in one ſubjet, and determined to a conſtant 
oneneſſe both of aRtien and end , they muſt by the rules of 
honeſty as well as Art, be conſtrued Synonymous, and ina 
promiſcuous manner adjudged to contra their literal vari- 
cty into an identity of ſenſe. 12 0 
Indeed we cannot deny but the Title of fupream Head 
was firſt given to King Henry the Eight by the Pope, who 
being by his own iofticution in the world £.asthe foul: is in 
the body by Gods Creation)To45 i» t0te, and not onely fix- 
gnlis, but univerſs major, cannot be ſuppaled to part with a 
picce of himſclf but for his own ends , yet we conceive itno 
treſpaſſe againſt any Canon , cither of Scripture or reaſon, 
toconvertthat toa good. uſe , which was firſt beſtowed to 
a0 il] purpoſe ; but for Presbyters totakethat away for the. 
better eſteem oftheir own authority , which was given by 
the Pope, todiſgrace the Kings jurisdiRtion- in the Chutch, 
13 "3 leſſe unrealonableto deviſe , then irreligious to pra- 
Ale. "I ! 
. That great Bulwark of objeQion, (Chriſt isthe ſole Head 
ofthe Church, ergo no other can have the Ticle)which hath 
been preſumed too ſtrong foran army of Schoolmen to beat 
down, muſt neceſſanily yield upon terms ro our fide. For 
although as the Church is interoally confidercd in reſpet of 
the kingdome of Grace, and our Saviour Chriſt as Lord 
thereof, by right of Redemption , ruling the hearrs of the 
faichful by his ſpirit, there is no ſubjeRion allowable, nor 
headGhip to be attributed bur to him only , yet as he is King 
by right of Creation, loving an Imperial Sovereigaty over 
all his creatures, and the Church ina militant condition , 
which ( by reaſon of an inſeperable commixture of good 
2 and 


\C22) 
and bak, -andoovrmomretition ofthe inward and ootward 
matt)dori noceffarily require an external policy to maintain 
a unitormity and order in the/worſhip of God, ſohe tit 
orddinc&his/Vicegerentan tarth ro wHem both Cletgy's 
Laity inoſilbefubſect,/0 3) bt 050 ROT 
And in this qualification of ſedſe Kiftgs miy'be truly Ris 
Iced ſypream Heads in canſes Ecclefiaftical, within their Do- 
minions4 Thus $amvnel called Sel the Head'of the Tribes 
of Iſrkeb; 1/2209, 15014 vv hich #» todtwm frm v4tivnis doth 
iniply at Bas well Booſeſinſticel  crvitin ent Com. 
rwowecnlth 16 detibfubordinifte tHerabers; And that the 
Prices iwereſubje& intheir very Offices to: the ſupreame 
powerofrheir mapiſtrates, 2 Chr0». 8, Solomons Aﬀts inor- 
wedinies;” abd: tppoititing the Zovites to their 
ohiarges,({ who-@minifoſt fan vftheir duty —_— ko 
depart from theoumandenientefthe Kingydo ſafficiently 
eytderice, whoſciambority likewiſe'to puniſh finFofthe firſt 
table, thar'refet to Religion as welF-as thoſeof the ſecong, 
which belong to humane ſociety. ; 


. Gods0wnpreſctipt Laws to Hofer: Deiiti 15." Pew. 17. 
Zevit. 17. 4r6tlicanthentique leals toconfin; Whereunto' 
we may annex that fa& of our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, 'cha- 
ſifing the Jewiſh Pedlers , by vertue of his divine Royalty, 
for.profanation of the Temple ,/ as an ex<mplary proof be- 
yond all exception. oo hs ons, 
Having: pickt outthe pith of their Dividity in che former 
objcRion, there reſterh one hard Argument more to break, 
whercin lies the marrow of their Logick, if the power , ſay 
they, in Eccicfiaſtical matters be proper to the ſupream ma- 
giſtrateas a Maſtiſtrate;, then it ſhould belong to all magi- 
ſtrates, and conſequently tothe heathen - the definition of 
a 


(13) 
a magiſtrate being onein Chriſtian and Heathen Princes 
bur this would be both finful and ridiculous to aſſert, ergs 
that cannot lawfully be maintained, 
© Truly'this is a witty fophiſme, which deſervesthe Reply 
of an ingenious Reſpondent inthe Philoſophers School, ſalſe 
profetto, ſed falſs quidem. 1 preſume the ſame learning which 
' qualified rhem ro oppole others, may enable them to anſwer 
themſclves in this point ; for if their confequence be good, 
Baals Priefts had as much right to the ſervice of the'Tem+ 
ple, »s the Levitical Clergy- men,neither can our Proteſtant 
miniſters have a better Tirte co the difpenſation of Chriſts 
ordinances, then the officers of the Rowiſh Church do now 
claim. 

'Thetefore ifthey will honeſtly defend their own as; we do 
the Kings authority in the Charch,they muſt acknowledge 
theirargumertto be contrary tothe principles of arr, as their 
opinion is tothe precepts of Religion, for whena Reſtri- 
Aive Term is adjoyned toanequivocal ſubjeRt(as magiſtrate 
is ) To argue from an'itideffnite to a univerſal , is an illegal 
conſequence, the reaſon is , becauſe what is attributed by 
ſuch a note of limitation, is not an abſolute but a comparate 
propriety, which doth convexire ſubjeFo mediante alio, as the 
power of the King in cauſes Eccl: ftaſtical is not proper t9 
him, ſimply ſecandum neturam; butRelativcly as he is a true 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate ; *according to which univocation , if 
their Argument had bcea formed, the conſequence would 
be logically true. 

Bur as we do appropriate this power onely to Kings truly 
Chriſtian, So I muſt acquaintthem that the Heathen ſubj:as 
had ſuch a Reverend reſpec to the authority of che ſupream 
magiſtrate in matters of their idolatrous Religion, that 4ri- 

C3 {totle 
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Potle, Polit. l. 3, could ſay femme # mg The Ove u@, The 
King is Lord aud Rulcr ef th.ngs thar per ain to the Gods, 

Toconclude, I wiſh th{c men, wh.2( like the firſt mat- 
ter have an indifterency © all forms, and are ſo unfixedly 
diſpoſed in Religion, that they can be content with the S5- 
themites, to be circumciſcd tor ther advantage, would (:not 
for wrath buc for conſcience fake ) givea ſcalunable Teſti- 
mcny of their obedience by a will ng contourmity to the 
Kings power in Ecclefiaftical cauſes, that the Church may 
be no lebger frieved with the rapine cf forxeign wolves,cr 
ſpoil, of dc meſtick foxes, bu: that ſuund doRr ne may floau- 
ri\hwithin her-ga es, and truc di{cipline be cſtabl ſhed in her 
'borders, to which end the Lord ſend us a ſpeedy Reſtaura- 
tion of ourancient Governmem by the bands of Zerubba- 
beland Foſhus, the King and the Biſhop, that as we are bap- 
'tized in one faith, 'o we may be ſubjeR ro oneRule,& as we | 
-areof one body , we may beall of ene mind, to worſhip | 

God bothin the purity and beauty of holinelſe, and te pre- 
'{6rve the unity'of the ſpirit in the-bond cf peace. Len, .- | 
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Lthough it be a task above the greateſt 
| experiment of Nature,to ſtop the open 
ſepulchr: 8of other mers mouths, yet 
ro vindicate a mans own name from 
the unjuſt imputations of ſcandalous a- 
ſpcrfions, is a duty compatible with 
| the leaſt vigour of grace, 

It is well known to the meſſenger who brought me your 
challenge , how unwilling I was at firſt ro open my Cepha- 
lique vern in thoſe Caniculay dates, wherein Remedies ſtrong- 
ly applycd, are more dangerous then diſeaſes, and moſt men 
by a malignant conſtellation. unluckily complexion'd to dif- 
like what they cannot corr« &, but receiving a ſecond infor- 
mation of your Goliah ſpitit , daring the whole Iſrael of our 
fide to a Go-ſe-quil-fighr, after a ſerious debare berwixt my 
underſtanding and will, I reſolved at laſt, rather to cxvole 
wy ſelt to the hazardous ceni{ure of ſome fora diipenſible 
forwardneſle, then neceſſarily o incur the blame ot others, 
and my own conſcience , for an inexcuſable cowardiſe in 
Religion. 

Thanks be to Ged, I do not only believes a Chiiſtian , 
but as a (cho[ler underſtand the divine rizht of Church- Go? 
D vern 
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yernment, which in irs ſubantia's, by the conſent of moſt 
men on all fides, i not ambulatory { like a moveable Tenr} 
to be fet up, and put down, at the pleaſure ether of civil or 
Ecc'efiaſtical power , but ( Ike the Perforn Law) unaltera- 
ble, both in rcipeRof perlons , and tzme but whether the 
adminiitrationof this decreed Government, be by divine 
commiſſion original y granted, either to a Presbyterian, In- 
dependent, or Epiſcopal mini'try, ſab Fudice lis eſt : in which 
procefle ( diſmiſſing the ſceprique enqu'ries cf humane Au» 
thors, 2s writs inſuftici-nt to determine controverſic) we 
mutt appeal to the word of God for our quietus eff. 

The Confiſtorian Presbytery , which for a wh le( like 
Sexachtribs Letter ) inſulted over Kings, peop'e, hath al- 
ways been as great a ſtrangerto mv ſtudy, a5 tomy faith ; 
for I could never think that rhe ex 'empotary invention of a 
neceflicous condition, would ever become aa objed of ſpe- 
culation, much lefſe of praQt.ſe, to the Church of England. 
The Arguments which are chiefly urged to maintain the 
credit of this ſociety upon a diyine (core, are altogether un= 
ſatisfactory to my conſcience, not ſo much becauſe they do 
in a fingular conſtruction, runcounter to the Catholique 
{ſentence of the Church in former ages, as in tha: they offer 
violence to the natural ſenſe of the word, which is the be(t 
Interpreter of it ſelf ;- for I would gladly be informed by 
you, or any man of your conſtitution, who ( like Diogenes, 
an Epicure by converſation, but a Szoick in opinion )can ſecm 
an Independent in face, yer be a Presbyterian in heart, why, 
orhow the Term Ruler, whichin all places of Scripture, 
touching ſpiritual matters, is the eſſential predicate of a Pa- 
ftour, ſhouid «r can be underſtood of a Lay Elder, eſpecial- 
ly faace the original word uſed by St. Panl,in Genere, Rom, 

I2. 8, 
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12.2, is by the ſame Apoſtle x Thefſ. 5. 12. direfly giycn 
tothe Paſtour iz ſpecte, 

I would I.kew.ſe wiil-ngly know by what myſtery of 
Art you can prove the Teacher, Exhor:er, and Ruler to be 
diſtin kinds of officers, the Atts of Teaching, Exhorting, 
and Ruling, 1 7:3. 3. 2 Tim. 4. Heb. 13. 17, i being in ſe- 
vcral and plainly in'clligible Text letters, jointly appropri- 
a'ed toone and the ſame ſubjeR : orwith what confidence 
you can compoſe your ſclfto reſolve the queſtion, whether 
the Teacher bz above the Exhortor, or the Exhorttor above 
the Teachcr,in their diſtin offices , ntrumque now Vacat ab- 
ſardo, tor if the Teacher be above the Exhortor, then the 
Teacher may exhort, but the Exhortor not teach , and ſo 2 
conver ſo, the reaſon is, becauſe the greater may doe, what 
the lefle can, but the Jeſſe cannot, what the greater doth , as 
the Teacher and Exhortor may governas well as the Ruler, 
butthe Ruler cannot teach nor exhort as well as they, accor- 
ding to the claſſical Commentators own opinion. There- 
fore ( unleſſe there be an A/gebra in Divinity to invent the 
ſecret of anumeral;diverfity without a difference ) this in» 
comprehenſible new diſtinRion of Eccleſiaſtical funRions 
muſt needs be ſucha grand Afy/taton tothe word of God, 
as he that is but an ABCdarian in Scripture, may eafily ſpell 
at the fiſt ſight, 

And here I cannot ſufficiently wonder at the deliberate, 
and cum privilegio errour of our Synodical Presbyters, who 
ſo hotly urge the inſeperability of the keys a- ,,.._ _... 
gainſt their inddins es Had , to lock yg 
up the peoples mouths from gaping afrer the ; 
power of Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdiftion , and yet allow thole az 


monegſt themſelves ro judge in the Confiſtory , whom they 
D 2 for: 
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forbid to preach inthe Pulpir, Certainiy,, ifthe reaſon be 
forcible enoughto bir the Independent multicude , it muſt 
of nccefiiry be cqually cffcAual to exclule ihe Prebyterian 
ſingulatity,\iom the minagernent of ſpins! commiſſions, 
te propricty of att.ing boing as incommunicable toone, as 
tomany cf a dificreat kind, for the uit of Reaſon is as incom- 
paitble with the nature of a particu'ar,as of a univerſal beaſt. 
},00d. 

Baalams Ale by a natural conſtituti,n had no more privi. 
dgeto ſpeak , then the whole family of thatſcx, uwither 
hath a Tiiumvitate of Laymen better authority torule in 
the Church, thena century of the ſame lineage. 

Away then with ſoluz non ſolus preeſt, atreſh diſtinQion, 
which {mells of as much untruth «as novelty , calculited for 
the metidian rather of a Utopian Commonwealth, then an 
Engh(h Church. Can areal diviſion ſtand with an abſolute 
 inleperabiliry of the keys: hath God joyned them together 
in his word, 2nd muſt they now be divorced by humane in- 
vex.tions ? «bi ſcriptura non diſtinguit, nec nos diſtinguere de- 
bemus, was alwayes held a ſound Canon n the doctrinal bo - 
dy of Theology, till the Popes head by the deſtructive ma=- 
chination of an 1ndex expurgatorins , broke off the neck of 
the Rule, 

Whit a finful ſhame is it for our reforming prophets , 
( who claim the reputation of Coſpel Edifiers ) to go about 
to build up F:ruſalem with the Rubbiſh of Babylon 2 ard to 
dawb ovcrthe wall of Chriſiian Religion, with the untem- 
pered mortar of Jeſuitical diſtinctions. Chriſt gave the 
keys to his Diſciples , as preaching miniſters of the word , 
and power'ul diſpenſers of his Sacraments , therefore ſuch 
as they are the ſole Proprictarics of that Authority, for qua- 
Fetts 
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tenus ipſum incladit per fe. Howthencanthisnew thing cal. 
led Lay-Elder be rightly ſaid to rule only « who hathno 
right to rule at all : {urely 4. bo 1167 claves regnt celorum was 
not ſpoken to a mixt perion, compreheading Cleryy and 
Laity,( St Pcter yas no fuch- H:rmapiirovite ) butto a Ho» 
mogenca! root, vittually cortaining a uwiivocal generation 
of miniſterial branches,'o be ſpread over the whole world, 
tor defen:e of the Catholique Church, Oh take heed 
therefore how you corrupt found Texts with adulterate 
glofſes, or advance 2 Geneva T ran{li ion above Gods origi- 
nal, lct not the biaſie of novel opinions :urn your heart from 
the way of Tru: h,(i: being far better to halt inthe right path 
then to run headlong mmto a wrong }but ſeriouſly conſider 
whether it be not ſaterto maintain a Church-warden by Ec- 
. cleftaſtical policy , then a Lay Elder by divine rights As 
for the preciſe Independency , which is now the predomi- 
nant humour in the diſtemper'd bady of this Common- 
wealth, I conceive i: to be falfly grounded , either on pre- 
cepts not 'ruly under 00d. or examples not commonly pra» 
Riſed : by the one, that is, erroneouſly attributed ro the 
people, which 15 direftly intended to Church Officers, as 
Maith. 18, 17. and from the other, that, which for the pro. 
mulgation of the Goſpel in the blooming of the Church, 
was diſpenſed to ſome ſpecial perſons by an extraordinary 
inftin.& of the holy Ghoſt, as As 11. 19, 20. i; drawn in- 
toa common. and ordinary uſe for all ſorts of men in theſe 
dayes. 

From the firſt particular we have a ready weapon to beat 
down the ſtrong imagination of ſome vulgar inqu 1 ors , 
who report the opinative enmity betwixtthe Presbyterian 


and Independent to be an icreconcileable oppoſition , as if 
- ,_— the 
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the ore Were a Jew, and the other an Egyptian : a bold cr- 
rour, worthy to be put out of countenance inthe ſtocks of 
correQion; for although thoſe yeomen in Religion, hold 
nottogether ix capite, yertthey are joint-tenants intail , and 
( like the monumental toxes )are, bound by agreement to 
find firebrands for the combuſtion of the Church. 

The only yariance amongſt them is, either in the Arithe 
metical account ot fin, as Mary Magdelen , who was poſleſ- 
ſed with ſeven devils , differ'd trom the Gadarene that had 
the company of a legion , or inthe temporal computation 
of their original, as Cain,the firſt murtherer,was diſtinguiſht 
from Judas the greateſt Traytor inthe world. 

In which reſpe& ( though ſome, miſtaken jn the ſcience 
of Ecclefraſtical Heraldry , have given Presbyrterians the 
honour to be of the elder Houſe )the Independents, with. 
out ſuſpicion of Phariſaiſme may at a feſtival dinner , chal- 
lenge the uppermoſt place as their due, by an unqueſtiona- 
ble right of preheminence from their ancient P rogenitors, 
for ( unleſle Aarons Levites ſuperannuated, did degenerate 
into Lay Elders, or the Aſſemblic in the caſe of that run+ 
away Concubine, kill with over-leacherous kindneffe, were 
a type ofa Geneva Confſiftory ) 1 cannot apprehend the 
leatt advantage cither of a right line in ſcaſe, orcollateral in 
conſequence, to deducethe Genealogy of a Presbyterian 
( inthe laſt Edition ) through the whole age of the 01d Te- 
ſt1ment, whereas the Independents pedigree,is notoriouſly 
knownto be derived trom the Congregational confederates 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, famous upon Record in 
the very infancy of the Law. 

But paſſing trom their Prerogativeto their preſumption, 
give me leave ina juſt cxprobration to deride the _ 
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of this forward generation, who ( ere they have learned 
with the £1h/0pian Eunuch to underſtand the Scriptures ) 
will undertake ro diſpute inthe {choo!e of Tyranzns, and ( 15 
if they were of the houſe of Srrphanns ) be their own 01d ain- 
ers to ſave others, be'ore they know ( live St. Pauls Jailor ) 
whit they muſt doe co be ſaved themſelves. 

For who but a fools wiſe man will believe, that David; 
cating the ſhew bread, was a Catholique licence for every 
hunger-ſtarved Iiraclite , or Epicure Jew to make it his ord 
nary meals meat. 

Neceſſy, that great School-miſtrefle of Arts, (though it 
hath no law by proverb ) is not lawleſſe by Providence, 
neither was it ever decreed by the policy of heaven , that a- 
ny man(though he owneththe condition of the unjuſt Stew- 
ard, without art of husbandry to'dig, and boldneſſeto beg) 
ſhould relieve the want of his teeth by an injuſtifiable trade 
of the tongue. 

It ſeems 2 merry ſpecacle to behold a ſerpentine mecha- 
nick, who like a piRtur'd head, hath much art , but no ſenſe, 
ro vault from a Tub intoa Pulpit: but ic is aſad hiſtory in- 
deed to hear him with the ſtrings of his congue, lead atroop 
of (i)ly evites by the eares, out of the garden of Paradiſe, in- 
to the wilderneſle of hell, by fooling them into a fanarick 
fancy, that they may be wiſer , then God by creation fa- 
ſhioned them to be, nor can the innocency or uprightneſſe 
ef mens intentions excule the obliquity of their actions, no 
more then the Bethſhemites harmlcfle curioſity in looking in- 
tothe Ark, or Yzz4's conceired courteſy in touching it, 
could priviledge them from the puniſhment of death. A 
handſome pair of Judaicel preſidents ro damn the pradtiſe of 
thoſe men , whoare either oyerbulic 1n prying into Gody 
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ſecret counſel, or too preſumptious in handling his revealed 
will. 

It was not loſle of limb, but of life, for any one ( except 
LAarmand his ſons ) ro wait on the Prieſthood in the old 
Church , and if God were {o careful by a penal (iatute of 
death, to provide aunitormity of conlecrated officers to at- 
trend on his Altar under the Law , why ſhould we ſo much 
undervaluc the Ma;eſt y of our Saviour Chriſt, and his Eco- 
nomical providence over the houſhold of faith, as to think 
that he hath allowed his own table to be ſerved with a Gal: 
lamalfry of miniſters under the Goſpel ; or that he doth ap- 
prove an unpoliſhed rabble of lame and blind Laicks, to ſet 
themſclves up as pillars and lights in the Chriitian Church, 
fincc thoſe even amongſt the Clergy, who had but the leaſt 
blemiſh of corporal detormities were forbidden to officiate 
inthe Jewiſh Sanctuary. 

The offc1ing up of incenſe was an acceptable ſervice , as 
well to procure the bl: ſing of Gods love, as to prevent the 
Curle of his anger, yet being unlawfully done, by hands not 
ordained to the performance of the duty , it became an im- 
pulſive cauſe of {evere vengeance,the Preface only of which 
miſdemeanour expoſed Yzziah ( Royalty having no ward 
againſt the ſtroak of divine Juſtice ) to the grievous penance 
of a durable diſcaſe ; and if it were the juſt merit of a King 
to be marked in the forchead , for committ ng bur a demi- 
rapc on the P rieſts office, what ſhould Minimes of men de. 
ſerve to ſuffer, whoin a tull carcer of finfull ambition, pur- 
ſucthe honour of a higher calling, then Ged hath made 
them cither capable to overtake, or skil ful ro undergo. 

Verily the Camels doom in the fable, who for defirin 
the Bulls horns, loſt his own earcs , isa penalty too mode 


for 
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for ſuch Mountebank adventurers. Doth not the Scripture 
witneſſe, that Chriſt put ſome Teachers in the Church , to 
teach us that-no man ſhould preſume to put himſelf, and but 
ſome, to aſſure us, that all cannot be put in the ſame office , 
and is not hi> ſhort plea inthe Breihrens caſe a fignal decla- 
ration!0 the whole world, that as he, being dedicated to a 
ſpiritual imployment , would not intangle himſelf with ci- 
vil matters : ſo no man that is conſtitured ina civil yocati. 
on, ſhould be bold te meddle with ſpiritual affairs, 

Truly , if the coming into Moſes chair without 4arons 
call, doth not ſignify a climbing up the wrong way , I am 
yet to learn the meaning of entringin atthe right door, or 
if a ſe|f-will d invading cf the minifterial funfticn.be notto 
run in Gods errand without ſending 5 Tknow not what it 
can be to | nyt» 'Cominiffion; "I heartily wiſh thoſe 
watchfull Seers , who are ſo clear-fighted in eſpying the 
motes of others , had the illumination of true grace to diſ- 
cernthe beamsof their own errours; tor I'muſt roundly 
tell chem, if St. Pauls check to the pragmarical Theſſaloni- 
ans , cannot humble them into a continence of themſelves 
within the term of their own bufineſſe, St. Peters cenſure 
will juſtly exalt them into the fellowſhip of murderers and 
thicves. 

Neither can I omit ro pay the tribute of the like charita- 
ble affeRion to the deſperate fraternity of their next kindred 
by bloud, whoſe brains, overwhelm'd with the vapours of 
an Anabaptiſtical feaver, diſpoſe them to dream of a ubi- 
quitarie coordination of men ,' which to thoſe who are 
throughly awakened into the liberty of their ſenſes, is all 
one with an exaR confuſion of States, for order ( withour 
uſing the rack of an abuſive Trope to make it ſpeak more 
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truth rhen it li: erally intends ) is nothing elec but the Stew. 
ard{bip of narure , maintained by a gradual proceſſion, as 
well of one above another in place, as after-another in : ime 3 
therefore it can be no lefle then an abnegation of our Crea- 
torſhip, and a rebellicus outlawing of our ſelves from divine 
protection, to ſeck that on earth, which is not tobe found in: 
Heaven, ſave in God only, whoſe individual identity of cf- 
{ence is the oply exception: againſt regularity of perſons. 
Al other creatures ( though. frhe ſamekind , as men and 
Angels.) by-reaſon of their numerical aiffcrence in na ure , 
being ſuſcept:ble of degrees in accidentall qualifications: 
and how ſuitable this. phyſical'obſcrvation is to rel-gious 
goArine.St. Paybs brict.injunRion in words ; Let every ſoul 
be ſubjeR, isa large leQure of eonfirmation in cfte; which 
tiniverſal precept.not only includeth the; world of liberal and 
mechanick Artiſts, bur likewiſethe whole tribe cf Eccleſia- 
ſical officers , neither.can that ſophiltical fubterfuge ( the 
quinteſſence of Presbyterian. Tyranny ) that Church-men 
are ſubjeR to Kings intheir.perſons, bur notin their office, 
free'them from the complear duty of the Text, but is rather 


af aggravation oftheir untowardneſle to obedience for ſuch} 


Legierdemain ( like that Apologetical diſtintion wh'ch the 


Romaxiſts invented far Jalins the Third, that he was a good. 


Pope, but a bad man.) though it may dilude a chiid of Nrpi- 
yeh that. knows not the right-hand from the lefr, cannot da- 


zie the eyes of intelligent perſons from a ſenſible diſcovery: 


of the impoſture, becauſe miniſters, quaterus miniſters, and 
in the very officious relation of their ſpiritual faQorſhip( un. 
lefſe Scripture be of no more value then a Legendary proof) 


arc liable to the cenſure, Judgement and Reproof of. the ſu-- 


pream Magiſtrate. 
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For that Moſes, out of A anger, hotly rebuking Aron 
for making the goldenCalte, was guilty of an over- zealous 
preſumption, or Aaron, by a way of penitential {ubmiſſi-n, 
calling him Lord, of too rever:nd diffimalationg, I muſt 
profeſle, am not wicked enough to believe , nor whether 
Solomon, who by his own regal authority, depoſed .4biathar 
the high Pricſt, and ſer Zadock in his cffice, did a@ beyond 
the ſphear of his calling, 

Have 7 an impudent ſufficiency of prephane Criticiſme 
to queſtion? 7am neither ignorant nor incredulous of the 
powerful priviledges which have been, and ſtill are tamiliar 
to Chriſtian Worthics, yet /am lothto believe that thoſe 
men who will not obey as ſubjeRs for an hour , ſhall reign 
as Kings onthe Earth fora thouſand years, or that they 
who cſtcem it the beſt policy of diſcipline ro march in 
bands ( like Solomons locuſts) without a Leader, are a fit Ar- 
my ( theugh their teeth be ſwords, and their jaw-teeth 
knives ) to fight againſt Gog and Magog for the Monaichy 
of the world. _ 
 Tratherthink ſuch fool-hardy volunteers that liſt them- 
felves in the ſervice ofthe Church , to bring the body into 
one ranck, without the word of Gods command, arc more 
apt( like Ehes ſons ) to greaſe their mouths with the fat of 
the peoples offerings , and rolye with their Siſters at the 
Congregation door, then to ſtand up againſt idolatrous Phi« 
liſtines, for the Redemption of Chriſts Ark, ot to ſacrifice 
their lives in defence of the Goſpel. 

But asa learned E»ghſh man once "(aid in caſe of Hiſtory, 
ſo may in this controverfic, He that followeth truth roo 
cloſe ro the heels , may chance to have h:s teeth daſht out: 
my preſent purpoſe is rather co vent my own , then to w_ 
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fick with other mens opinions , yet this 7 muft bel'evingly 
ſay, the Presbyrerian ruling , and Independent preaching , 
Lay Elders are no more warranted jare d4}vino, then Ulur. 
pers arcallowed by municipal , or Ulſurers by the civill 
2WsS., 

And if our Saviour Chriſts expoſtulatory demand, who 
made me a Judge ? be not Argument enough of conviRtion 
to the one, and the Apoſtles determinate queſtion, are all 
prophets 2 a ſufficient anſwer of ſatisfaRion to the other , I 
ſhall leave them both to content themſelves with that liber. 
ty which St. Paul gave fo the Corinthians, if they will be ig- 
norafit, let them be ignorant ſtill, and conclude their opint. 
ons to ſymparhize with the nature of thoſe perverſe kind of 
es ». which cannot be caſt out but by prayer and fa- 

i... . Fs CR 

The Epiſcopal jurisdiQion which confiſteth in a perpetual 
right of t6dency over the Presbytery, is both to my faith 
and reafon the proper ſubje@ of Church Government, 
confirmed by Aarons ſuperintendency, oyer the” Zevites in 
time of the Law, and by the Apoftles emineticy above the 
Diſciples under the Goſpel, whoſe jurisditive prehemi. 
nence was not ( like the gife of miraculous power, a (piritua] 
monopoly.,to be extinguiſhed with their perſons, but a com- 
prehenfive priviledge , entailed on their ſucceſſours to the 
we.rldsend, | 

Their extraordinary perſonal qualifications, ſerved to 
convertthoſe that were without, but their Prerogative pow- 
er to govern them who were within the line of profeſt Chri- 
ſtianiry, the one was given for the birth , the other for the 
education of Chriſtians , the firſt died with their origina] 
ſubjeRs, becauſe the means ceaſes , whenthe end is accom- 
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pliſhed , but the ſecond lives in a derivative poſterity , be- 
cauſe where the end is not determined, the means muſt con. 
tinue , for although the eflence of Church Governmentbe 
in fatto , yet the exerciſe is ſtiil in fieri, commirted to the 
hands of ſele& officers, not for a temporary uſe , but a per» 
petual work ofthe miniſtry, till we all come inthe unity of 
faith to the perfeQion of Saints, 

Neither is it agrecable to the principles of religious rea- 
ſon, that what was heretofore of good, ſhould now be of 
bad, or no uſe inthe Church, 

Why ſhould not I believe it an ordinance of Gods appro- 
bative will, thar, as the Pontifical dignity begun with A«- 
roz, continued de jurein a ſucceſhve Prieſthood, til Chriſts 
coming in the fleſh? ſo the Prelatical order foyndedin the 
Apoſtles, ſhall cemainin an Epiſcopal Generation, :till-his 
coming to judgement. 

I am ſure an orderly rule to prevent the growth of con- 
tentious ſpirits, is fic for Chriſtians as well as Jews, and the 
praQtiſe of diſciplinary jurisdiction as needfull inthis age, as 


« 


inthe primicivetime , mongrel iſſues both of ſchiſmatique 
and heretical Sets, being now as much ſwarming in Zng- 
land, asgraſſchoppers once were in Egypt, or broods of 
monſters are in Africa, Be 
Neither do build this faith more upon the fovadation of 
politique then Theological induRions ; for granting( which 
15an unqueſtionable dofrine ) thar che Apoſtles received 
their degree of authoritative ſuperiority above the Diſci- 
ples, not as extraordinarily gifted perſons ( becauſe ſome of | 
the Diſciples wrought miracles as well as they ) but as mi» 
niſterial officers of the Church , it muſt neceſſarily follow 
that the ſame kind of ſupereminent power doth rightfully 
| | wo E 3 belong 
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belong to alltheir ſucceſſours , for reduplicative propofirj- 
ons are of a univerſal conſequence, according tothe noted 
maxime in the Schools, a quatenus ad de omni valet conſe- 
quentia, 

And wherea: it is obj- Qed, that Biſhops being planted in 
their cffice by mans authority, eannot in truth be called the 
Apofliles fucceſſours, who were immediately commiſfiona- 
ted by our Saviour Chiiſt , without intervention of humane 
means. 

Therefore our Argument mu!t needs lapſe intothe ſcan- 
dal of a falſe progrefſion ab Hypotheſs ad Thefin , T know not 
what better Rejoynder I ſhall make to ſuch a frivolous ca- 
vil, then what a ſound father replyed to acorrupt Interpre- 
ter of Scripture, nemo ita intelligit, niſi qui nonintelligit , no 
man underſtands that to be a good reaſon , but he thatun- 
derſtands none , for if Javfull uccefſion inthe matter of an 
office muſt neceſſarily depend on the manner of inſtitution , 
then the Rulers of Iiracl may not be truly ſaid to have fuc- 
ceeded Moſes in their magilterial callings. hoy 

Indced the Apoſtles immediate miffion from -Chrift 
( whence they had their Title ) doth ſeem to enter a cavear 
dn foro Ecclefie , againſt the claim of any other to the ſame 
name, but not tothe Executorſhip ofthe ſame office , as it 
was :x2n{mitrible to poſterity, | | | 

Next io thoie Everlaſting Church-monuments the Apo» 
ſtles, we have the ym ry of Timothy -=_ _ ro 
make good the rigfit of Epiſcopal lupremacy, whole power 
of ordination,a mm of cenſuring the _—_ 
ders , doth convincingly argue their fixed majority a 
the Presbyteric, for per in parem #209 babes poreftatems , tobe 
acivein cxcrcifing , and paſſive in jubmurting to a power, 
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are diſtin As, which muſt needs beget an unequal reſpeRt 
in the Subjeds, neither can the force of the maxime be de- 
feated by that ſmall repulſe of a great Rabbi inthe ſchooie 
of Church Leyellers , that one ne ghbour may compel an- 
other togive him ſatisfaction for wrongs offcred., ergo h#c 
aliquid nihil et, which conceitis much like in feature to that 
ridiculous conceit of =ſsps fly on the cart, who thought 
himſelf authour of the vapouring duſt, which was raiſed by 
the violent motion of the wheels , who knows not but by 
execution of the magiſtrates power, a Steward may be en- 
abled totake away the goods of his Lord, and a baſe hang- 
man the life of a noble thicf, which are their ſuperiours, yet 
neither of them have any authority of jurisdifion in them- 
 felves( which is the fate of the queſtion in hand) over 
their equals ; nor is the ſubjeRion of one Prophet to-anc- 
ther,an homage only of moral compliance , which barely 
conſifteth in.a mutual. ſubmiſſion of judgements. tothe rule: 
of better advicc, as the D.ſciples of SmeiFymnuns do- fondly 
imagine, becauſe theword «nero, which the' Apoſtle us 
ſeth. 1, Cor, 14. 32. js not only by right of Erymology and: 
conſent of prophane Writers,an abſolute fign of perſonall 
ſubordination, but likewiſe by the ſame Apoſtle repeated 
to.cxpreſle the ſubjeRion of people to their ſupream Gover- 
nours, #9. 13. 1. and by St. Peter of ſervantsto their ma» 
ſters; 2 Pet. 2. 48. whoſe duty ( as 7take it ) ſtandeth_ not in 
an indifferency of complemental officiquſneſſe, butiin the- 
neceſſity of real obedience. 

The common exception againſt the inſtance of Timerhy 
and Tits, as being Evangeliſts,, and conſequently neither 
Biſhops themſelves, nor fit patterns whereby others may be 
tormed into that office, hath been ſo abundantly exploded, 

that 
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that the finer ſort of Presbyrerian Adyocates are aſhamed 
to own ſuch a courſe plea. 

Bur that which grates them 21l to the quick, is their ſolita- 
ry power of ordination , whence the Biſhop becomes the 
Presbyters Godfather, wh'ch they being neither willing to 
confeſſc, nor able todeny , would fain put off with the old 
ſhifr of an ext1aordinary priviledge , whereby indeed they 
affront themſelves, as well as the Biſhops, and dire&ly ad- 
vance the opinion of thoſe giddy fanaticks, who maintain 
ordination of miniſters to have no foundation in the word 
of God. © 

Itcannot be denied but all inferiour Miniſters are lawfull 
copartners with their ſuperiours in the Elementary com- 
miſfion, goe and teach ; butthar ancqual intereſt in the aus» 
thority of ſome ſpecial adminiſtrations ſhould create the in- 
mate:neighbourhood of a Synony mous complexion 'be« 
twixt them, ( as if a Biſhop were but the counterpene of a 
Presbyter) would be no lefſe then a demonſtration of fin- 

rignorancetogrant. Re co 

And''what though-the Primates of Chriſtianity ( who 
were botli che materials and builders of the Church) did! 
aR the part of ordinary labourers in 'Gods vineyard, *anid 
were content to live in their ſpiritual calling by a promiſcu- 
ous contribution of titular charaRers z yet the example of 
their firſt generalunderſtanding was no bar, bur an oyerture 
( witneſſethe hiſtory of their own Aces )toan after diſcri- 
mination of particular offices, | 

Therefore how a perpetual parity ( notwithſtanding the 
Apoſtolical inſtitution of degrees )ſhould be the neceſlary 
ſucceſſour of a temporary enterfare inthe miniſtry , ſeems 
an Apocryphal riddlc, as far out of the ken of my —_—_ 
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ſion, a5 the bypoci.iie of a ſtratagem is from-a childs difco- 
very. 

Neither can I be ſatisfied why the argument of a nom'- 
nal community ſhovld prevail more with my underſtanding 
to profeſle Biſhops and Pre«byrers but one in office, then to 
deny Apo les and Diſciples (having thi ſame familiarity 
of appctlarion ) to be divers; for ifthe medium be of pure 
neceflity , Apcſtles and Diſciples muſt be one in office , as 
well as Biſhops and Presbyrers, if it ben:t, Biſhops and 
Presbyters may be diycrſe , as well as Apoſtles and Dilci- 
ples: and if one officer could ſubſiſt with variety of names, 
why m'ght varicty of officers with one name ; why not a 
Biſhop and Presbyrer with the common name of Elder,as 
well as an Apoſtle, with the diſtin nameof Presbyter and 
Deacon. 

To clear this point more fully from the miſt of doubtfull 
Expoſitions, and to cut the throat of that thread-bare evaſi- 
on, Privilegia perſonalia non trahuntnr in exemplum. | 

St. Fohu doth digits demonſtrare , direAly delineate the 
ſubſtance of Epiſcopal authority, for the Angels of the ,7- 
fian Churches, were neither Hpoſtles nor Evangeliſts, ( all 
of them being dead when he wrote thoſe Epiſtles) and yet 
they were reared ina CCI IC dignity a- 
bove the Presbytery within their ſeveral precin&s, as ap- 
pears by the and definite application of his ftile , 
where the article *® prefixt to the ſubſtantive, tothe Angel, 
and doth not only a determinate individuum, but an 
eminent perſon, which is a ſufficient confutation of that 
begperly ſhift , whi —_ a collective ſenſe of the 


which 
words, e whole Presbytcry , whereas 
both the recionand char ofthe Epillesdo notably re: 
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ſtrain the fummary intention of the Apoſtles expreſſion, in 
*a diſtriburive interpretation tothe ſingular Biſhops of thoſe 
Churches, for as it 15 a blaſph:mous imagination to con- 
ceive the holy Ghoſt ſpeaking more then he intends: ſo it 
is an vawarrantable preſumption to ſuppoſe him intending 
more then he ſpcaks. 

Gods written Word is the exaR copy of his will, and full 
number of ourfaith , which may not i divided by ſubſtra» 
Aion, nor multiplyed by addition. 

Shall wepraRiſc lefſe in our lives, when he commands 
more in his laws , or when he writes one inthe right line of 
bis Word, ſhall we tranſcribe many by a crooked Parcn. 
theſis of an interlineary gloſſe * Whatis this, but cither to 
undermine the divine foundation by athciſtical detraCtion , 
or overlay it by Antichriſtian ſuperſtition : 

What rule have we cither in Logickor Divinity ( without 
a conſequent colleQion of circumſtances fromthe Text ) to 
give a plural conſtruQion to a word-of ſingular termination, 
or what conſtraint of Rhetorick can we pretend to fly from 
the congruity of Grammat ical concordance;to the irregular 
ſupport of aſoleciſtical Synechdoche £ For my part , a5l 
think it a neceſſary duty to obſerve thatdircQory caution, 
which I have learnedinthe primordial Rudiments of Reli= 
Bion., never to depait from the literal ſenſe , {as lang as ut a» 
greeh. with the analogy: of faith, and contextute of Scrie 
pture: ſolcannot be periwaded ( much lefſe convinced in 
conſcience ) to bclicye, that the holy: Apoſtle writing 
though of inf,}lible things )to failing-perſons, ſhould wrap | 
up. 1 purpoſe; in,an impliciteterm, {ineethe connexion but 
of one letter ( the ifſue of an inſtane-pains,) Wouldihave 
p'ainly uniojdcd the ſcope ofthe matter , and explicircly e- 
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quallized his ſpeech to his meaning. The Holy Ghoſt ex- 
plains the viſion of ſeven Candleſticks by an adequate nu- 
meration of ſeven Churches , and the myſterious tigure of 
ſo many ſtars by the like quantity of L4ngels, whereby ( if 
according to the verdi of our new Septuagint /nterpreters 
we underſtand the whole miniſtry of the Church ) we muſt 
conſequently deſtroy the analogical applications of the 
truth to the Type ; for why the ſame arichmetical propor- 
tion ſhould not be maintained betwixt the ſtars and Angels, 
as there is betwixt the Candlefticks and Churches , which 
by a ſpecial note in the one , and particular nomination of 
the other) are preciſely limited to the number of ſeven, I 
find no ground either of reaſon to induce, or Religion to 
command my belief. 

As for the contrapoſition of fimilitude ( whereof the pre- 
gnant Pre$byters after long travel were delivered ) that as a 
thouſand perſons making up one Church, is repreſented by 
one Candleſtick, ſo many miniſters making up one Presby- 
tery by one Angel, 

I conceive it more fit to exerciſe a ſchool-boyes wir, them 
a Divinesjudgement , for the word Church being a nonn 
colle&ive, which requireth a multitude of men to con ſtitute 
its eſſential definition, can bear no proportion of ſimilitude 
with the term Angel or miniſter, that is vox ſejuniZe ſignifi 
cationis , and neceſſarily excludeth a plurality of pertons, 
beſides their falſe procedendo 4 concreto ad abſtrattum , which 
hethatis but a blear-ey'd Logitian, may judici-ufl cſpy in 
many miniſters, making up one Presbytery, which ' to hold 
a correſpondency with the whole ) ſhould be cxpreſt: ſo 
many miniſters making up one Presbyter. "M4 

Whenthey have art enough to make this fgood , I ſhall 
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ber the honour to be their pupil, Indcel ſometimes a fin, 
gular cxprcfſion admits of a general conſtrution, 2s our S1. 
viours ſpeech to St, Peter, Matth. x6,.19. ( though del ve. 
redina ſolitary phraſe )is underſtood in a comprehenſive 
{ nie, which is not an 'maginary inference of private inter- 
pretation, bur a real expoſition of publick truths confirmed 
by collation of Scripture z for what is ſignified by Thee in 
one place, is expounded by Ye in another, and whatis in- 
tended by Tibz dabo to St, Peter , is declared by Accipite in 
the reſt ofthe Apoſtles, but by one Angel ro underſtand all 
the Presbytery, is not only an Heterodox and croſſe con- 
ftru&ion to the literal ſenſe of the Text it ſelf, but an unſu - 
table analyhis to the conference of other places, which do c- 
videm!y appropriate the burthen, as well asthe dircaion 
of the charge, in an interrupted ſtile , without variation of 
number to one perſon. 

Therefore $c. — yy Apology to his. diſſenting father , 
Dent veniam quidlibet alind opinantes, ego magis credo tanto 
Apoſtelo, ſhall be my defence in this caſe , I ſhall rather be- 
lievethe plain language of one Apoſtle , then the figurative 
comments of a Presbyterian univerſity ; who (in imitati- 
on of that politick knack of Julins Ceſar; Depoſuit nomen Di- 
dacnre, at vimretinuit ) do 1n pure zeal put down the name, 
but in corrupt affeQiontake up the power of a Biſhop, and 

advanceit toa over ſtep of ſupercilious ſeverity, then cver 
che Archeſt Biſhop adventured to praiſe; for I never 
heard nor read that any of them (fince the Popes power was 
purged out of this land ) did claim the pride of an ungraci- 
ous authority to place the chair of ſtate under the ſtool of re- 
pentance , which the rig d Presbyterians have moſt impu- 
dently done : beſides theſe convincing teſtimonies of Scri- 


pture, 


as (37) 
ptute, which to me are as clear as the noon day Sun, Thie 


undnitnous conſent; and univerſal praGtiſe of the Churchin 
2'l apes; recorded in h ſtory Eccleſiaſt cal, ( which is a ſut- 
ficient evidence for matter of tat ) are two main ſupporters 
to bear up'my belicf of the Bilhops right, For why ſhould 
not I credit Ewſebizs,who tells me that Policarpus was S. Tohns 
Angel or Biſhop of Smyrna, as well as Beza, who writes 
that Calvip was Prefident of the Geneva AllemblysI confeſs 
I do as much pity as. condemn the homme ins 
-6four fatious Novelliſts , whoſe heads are troubled with 
-the Athenian itch, ron tam magna quam nova mirari, and(like 
unſtable Weathercocks ) carried away w th every new pufte 
"of doQrine, from thr centry of their old principles + as ini- 
tio n0» fuit ite, and bujuſendi conſuetutdinem non habemus , are 
arguments enough to confute citheran inquiſitive Phar' ſee, 
org {chiſmatical Corimthian,which engageth me to ſubſcribe 
to the Catholick cultome of the Church ; rather then con- 


drens ſcorn ; yet the preſent alienation of their condition, 
F 3 ( per- 


$9 A— > 


(38) 

ſecuted by the herd of popular catchpoles ) is too ſoft an 
anoren to turn the edge of my opinion; for in ſuch ſub- 
Rantialcaſes, ( wherein judgement muſt be uſher to affeRi. 
on ) Cicevo's paradoxical plea ſhall bemy religious reſoluti- 
on, lices trrideat fi quis vault, plus apud me tamen vera ratis vas 
lebit quam v#ulgi opinio:Sir, as I have freely given youthis ac- 
couut of my faith, touching the goverament of the Church, 
{o 1hope you will not think it unworthy either your Chri- 
ſian patienceto read , or your learned pains to anſwers the 
ſame, Tam not ſo much wedded to my own , but canbe in 
love with better reaſon , which if youpleaſe to afford me, 
you will engage me, not only to acknowledge my ſelt your 
conquered enemy in opinion , bur likewiſe willing to ſub- 
ſcribe your oonvert friend in affeRion, 


Chriſtian#s Philalahes, 


CES A ———— 


METROMACHIA 


POETICAL COMBAT 


Betwixt the 


AUTHOUR 


. And the ſame 


MINISTER 


 Authour. bat PE ; 


The Goſp'/ preachers were itinerant , 

Vhen Chi ts chisf Lackeys poſted Lol Piet. 

© Fromſug-toffagcto mil apraſeues => +. 1 any, 
Church Angls.;heu ; by prtent had no te 

Then the wirlas Kingdoms far their Dioce(ſe, 


T: ſack! 'ng age, als convert ſoul were [708 


But 


p 


(42) 

Bz! whcn thoſe « hriſtian babes , by the ſweet bread 
Of life, were ſprontea 10 « numero:s head , 
7 ben thi anerring counſel thought it meet, 
7 o faſten { free 192he-Pgſtors fect. 

7 6 firſt bor 310 over 
A BR bounds of Crete and © OM , 
And ſpall their ygunger brethren ſeek t0try 
Thus fattunes by 4 ſtrange plurality : 
As if a chriſten'd Curate when he l: [t, 
Could rebaptize himſelf Evangehiſt. 
Ob what a ſpyt doth filtty lugre place ,. 
V pon th' example of a Clergy face, 
This is the cauſe ſo many fixed ſtars 
Are turn'd malignant Planets fmezht ſe wars, 
Who pane rom their pr prop er 4 nf " ars to ike 
T be vie hp wh | 
— 4 powey- 
Is only far to feed, = to =—_ 
The harmleſſe ſleep, which if when y0u T4» fray ) 


Areto th fox 
C\ falſe «= 4 at 4 fake s 
ik for the fleeces ſake 2 


The NET, word can nere delight , 
Nor make 4 glutton a true 1ſraclite, 
Wheſe br ains are quarter din his guts, perplext 
| Tobe confin' d unto an empty Text, 
Such pulpit flanerers are more 
In markets, thea to ow wit 
Of the Lords where the eolden AY 


Tempts none but Achansjms ſacrikdge; 


=_ 


Theſe 


Sid bo av 


(a1) 
Thoſe Elders by their wſe wah men to try 
The Apoſtles Phy/ick to young Timothy ; 
And for to parge their Diet from complaints ; 
They do hold forth the Love-feaſts of the Saints, 
But where is he that writes himſelf content, \ 
With the ſame Authors courſ*r complement [ 
Of food and raiment, that in barren ground | 
Hath learw'd bis thirſty leſſon to abound? | 
Where # the Prieſt that in « ſmall tith a place 
Can banquet freely on the Herb of Grace ? + 
Or that can frolick with a well pleas'd look 
On the lean Index of bis Eaſter book, 
And like the Lent fed Baptiſt glad to call 
A aeſart Vicarage his beit Hoſpital, 
Such creatures row are as rare in this Land, 
As pugrime travellers in the Arabian ſand. 


Miniſter, 


g Ome frowerd Children of our Age ſtill cry, 

T howgh they may have both ſuck a4 [ullaby 
Enough from their Kind Mother, whoſe full Breaſt 
And ſugar d voice allures them to their reſt : 

7et Ji they cry, becauſe they Ch. ldren are, 

Ana froward too, and that makes peace awa* : 

Fie apiſh, peviſh ſquals, what can no foo? 

Content your palate, but what is not good ? 

Tow! blindneſs makes you want that which yoa have, 


And therefore whatyou want , not that you cr47'e 
| G The 


42 
The Church when in its FS. band it lay, 
Had nur ſes for its infancy, and they 
By their great care did cauſe the tender babe 
To firetch its limbs from Salem to Arabe, 
4nd ( being fairly erown near marriace ) 
$ te fell under that Romiſh ſtepdames rage , 
I tho did this virgen proſtitute to th luſt , 
Of all h:r wanton favourites, then muſt 
This charmed damſel mave, or fit, or ho/1, 
As that great whore. or her baſe lowers would, 
They plaidthcir pranks, and dia her teachers frame 
By their unſcriptur' d model, and thence came 
Your lordly Biſhops, prieſts too lordly too, 
Which theeviſh Charchmen did the Church nave , 
Tt long they reigu'd, yea reign'd untill this day, 
Until the lamb his banner did diſplay, 
And ſnatcht his ſpouſe off from the 710ns paws , 
Where now he gives to rule by his own laws. 
C4 zxd theſe confine nozeacher to one place 
Above the reſt, but place him or diſplace, 
As work calls for them, here no tithes do draw. - 
The teacher, but his ereat Commanders law. 


Authour, 


T Is trance a Letture man, whoundertakes 

A Tote: ſhould be ſolaviſh in miſtakes 

Our frowird children by inſtin(t do ſay 

They meet with wormwood in their milky way, 
Dyopt 


(43) 
Dropt by nurſe foxes, who in wait do ty, 
To givethem a death ſleeping lullaby. 
Can the [brill accents of a whinizg breaft 
Sweeten their ſenſes with acandhid reſt | 
13'hoſe bones are as unpleaſing as the call 
Of mourners at an Iriſh funeral, 
Can dotrine prove good food mixt withthe raw 
Juice of ſchiſmatical Coloquintida ? 
What freedom is therein a fettred ſlave ? 
Or what a calm of peace can children have ? 
IV hen that the flor ming fathers ds unſtring 
Their long hang'd tongues in pulpit skirmiſhing, 
1 wiſh they wanted what they have, and then 
They would not crave to have the ſame agen. 
7 his Clerk doth well diſplay thoſe who did plant 
The infant Goſpel Temple, bat doth want 
A zood Church Heralas ſpectacles to ſee 
The Alpha of a Biſhops pedegree, 
Who is n1 baitard, ftain'd with blond impure, 
Claiming from Rome his primogeniture, 
But lawful branch of th' Apoſtolick ſtock, 
V pho built their houſe upon a laiting rock , 
V hence they by faiths perſpeFive did aeſcry 
Myerions craftsmen of iniquity , 
V Fho labour d with an artificial hate, 
The ſpirits pureneſſe to ſephiſticate ; 
Tet is Chriſts pk os fendogn bawd defy 
That world make ſale of her vVirginiy. 
Nor did the Romiſh Church though in diſ2 aiſe 
From tte foundation trmh apoſtatize, 

G 2 . - 


- 


+ Þ 
Until that Damned Counſel ſpawn'd «t Trent, 
Had ſplit with Cannons ber main Batt lement : 
what if the Lordly Adjanti were firſt ſet 
By Kings, 4s an enamel'd Epithet, 
Ow plais ſu'ſtantial Writers, muſt that gloſs 
Bank; apt the Text to a perpetnal loſs 2 
Biſhops commiſſzons cannot loſe their dates, 
By th: acceſs of ſuch Magiſtrates, 
No more the» an Appendix Garment can 
Undo the bulkie Fabrick of a may, 
1s't #nly now the Saints have learn'd to ſing 
A right tund Antheme to their Heavenly King ?' 
Hath he decreed that this new year ſhould be 
Proclaim'd the firſt year of thrir Jubilce ? 
Then did our Martyr'd Predeceſlors dwell 
Not in Gods Houſe, but in the Gates of Hell, 
Is it his Law that Churches ſhould be built 
Aſter the model of a wandring tilt ; 
And Churchmen ſteer therr courſe from dale to bull 
By ihe large _—_— of therr greedy will ? 
The Apoſtles th:n their Paſtors wings did clip, 
To fic ix Towns « landing Elderſhip, 
Doth not the Spirit ring an angry peal 
1zto the Epheſians Angels ear, mp zeal 
I as forun but in degree of maiden heat 
From thi, where he by calling had his ſeat. 
And is ut yet the Divine will and law 
O ſ liner '7, that Paſtors may withdraw 
T heer firſt love from their floc's, flill waſting leſſe 
Uri! it Vai, ih loa notbingneſ7e ? 


Doth 


Doth not the ſpirit ey, 2 ling by 

His careleſs leaving of the Sheep to die , 

And cor fing threaten for ſuch ſinful tricks, 

To teke the Church Lights from their oandleſticks , 
It is Gods work then, or the Devils play 

VV hich calls on them to move themſelves away * | 


Miniſter, 


Hildren a»d Fools #ell trath, thus you diſcover 

Tour Parentage, 4nd childi(h rage all over; 
And cauſe you get 4 Leader that ſeems tall, 
Y are elad and mad to follow ſuch a Saul, 
PV ho feigns to cloath you all in Scarlet, but 
They will prove Garments of the Romith cut ; 
Among ſt the Prophets he may propheſie , 
That is noProphet in a Prophets eye: 
Thus whiſpers Mahomet through his cloſe Trunk 
Lies to his creaturs,and heWhore keeps drank, 
VYith her old Proſtigies, the giddy many, 
VF hich thirſt for Biſhops, Prieſts, Church forms, or 
Corrupted Lees, and that her lies may take, ( any 
She ma'.es her Sacred Book her Almanack : 
Tow talk of worm wood Pulpit 5Kirmiſhings 
of Fetters, Foxes, aud ſuch deadly things : 
But here's your cunning, or your knavery, 
Tou are the Thieves. yet firi# make hue and cry, 

Tours 


(46) 
Toars are the flcecing Prieſts, the greedy Dogs, 
T he perſecuting Wolves, the croaking Frogs, 
The Drones, the Waſps,zhe Cranes, the blind $8, 
TheKill-ſouls,exd the true Camenions 3 ( Johns, 
eAvradthat thiir Charafer I truly ſong, 
There needs no proof, but their Juſt ſufferine : 
Bat the loft Biſhop,end his birth 7s it, 
which you firetch on the Tenters of your Wit ; 
which with my ſpettacles the beſt that are, 
I ſee from Apoitelick claim as far 
Diſtant as Ealt from Weſt, which you likewiſe 
Might ſee, bad you but Eye-ſalve for youy eyes, 


Author. 


Hildrex and Fools may well be Telltroths,when 
The greateſt Clerks are not the wiſeſt mew : 

When mea are drunk with lies, the truth muſt be 
Bib'd in by Sucklings in « Miſtery, 
Wy hoſe Dove-like-bearts do pant with zealomrage 
To hear a Rook blaſpheme their Parentage © | 
Ile not diſpute whether a tall Saul can, 
Lead better then a wandring Jonathan 3 
Or which doth beſt ſet forth « DofFors face, 
The Linſey- Woolſey, or the 8carlet Grace, 
But what our Prophets of the New Game, but 
Have gain'd in Learning, by « ſhuffling put 
Of their B ook ſeniors to the whole ſale loſs, 
Beth of perſonage Text, and vickrage gloſs : 


(47) 
Or what a ſound nois d/aith doth fill our ears 
Blown from their lung impoſtum a Trumpetter?, 
Is ſo well noted, that we need not grudee, 
Tolet the whole world be an umpire Indge, 
For when Patch Cobler ſh.ll in pride tranſlate 
His ſtool of fice to a chair (onſulate, 
And ſtretch his will beyond the laft, to mend 
A ſoolwry trodden with a Scripture end, 
IW hen ſeipper T «ylor [ball prefarre ta make 
A Chriſtian wedding garment, for whoſe ſake, 
He that did onr firi# lapſing parents bl:fe 
With coverings for their ſinful nakeaneſſe , 
Hath ne tht noxe ſhould look ſo high, 
Put thoſe whom he hath ſ:nt topropheſy, 
When ſuch pragmatick tutters lay 4 e 
Their ſheers, that thy may with thtir tongues dt- 
Gods word into zew /aſhiond dorine, how ( wiae 
(an this mad prophet ſay, God ſpeed the plow. 
His chain of ugly names belsne1 by riobt, 
To ax untamed Engliſh Teſuite, 
who ſcorns to be inclos'd within the line 
of Charch-communication a:ſeipline, 
Deth not he ſute the piFure of a fool, 
Or an exploded Dunce in Logick(chaol: 
yVho makes his proof by a disfienr'd throng 
Of words, abſurder then the queftion. 
Are Þiſhops malefaFonrs, cauſe they have 
been by a powerful hand conveyd to grave, 
Or burled into priſon, muſt they be 
Therefore the objetls of juſt Infamy ? 


48 ) 
If reaſon ſhould be dref Wi mm this zwiſe, 


Twould be a ſinful Art to ſyllogize, 
For what a damn'd concluſion might men preſie 
From the contexture of ſach premiſes, 

By this the Jews might argue when Chriſt died , 
That he deſerv/d to be ſo cywcificd. 
Hethat hath learw'd to level in degree, 

A Biſhops and a Paſtours pedegree, 

May by the ſame imvemed rule conclude, 

The ſtars are all of equal magnitude. 

Vrell, fince this Clerks complexion is too het 

To be allaid by my 1nkgally pot, 

Let him alone,” tis frunleſſe to invite 

From ſilver ſhrines an 1dol Ephraimite, 

I ſeeſuch Church tops will turn round 


Till they be gigg' d by Biſhops to the ground. 
FINIS. 


